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In fus ing  Media  in to  Midd le  Leve l  L i te racy  Educat ion :

Teacher s '  Deve lopment  o f  Ac t ion  Research  Pr o jec t s

T h e r e  e x i s t  s p e c i f i c  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  l i t e r a c y
l e a r n i n g  i n  m i d d l e  l e v e l  r e a d i n g  e d u c a t i o n
that center around their knowledge and applications
o f  m e d i a  f o r m s  t o  e n r i ch ,  o r  s a t u r a t e  ( O l s e n ,
2 0 0 2 ) .   T h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s  i n c l u d e  t e a c h e r s ’
a t t i t u d e s ,  w h i c h  o f t e n  t e n d  t o  d i s a p p r o v e
of the use of media and nonprint over tradit ional
texts, and their lack of familiarity with instructional
a p p l i c a t i o n s  u s i n g  m e d i a .   S t i l l ,  t h e  u s e  o f
n o n - p r i n t  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  l i t e r a c y  e d u c a t i o n
a r e  m a n d a t e d  b y  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a n
u n w r i t t e n  s o c i a l / p o l i t i c a l  a g e n d a  u n d e r l y i n g
c r i t i c a l  l i t e r a c y  e d u c a t i o n .   I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o
m e e t  t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s  h e a d  o n ,  t h e  f o c u s  o f
t h i s  s t u d y  o f  t e a c h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a c t i o n
r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  f o c u s i n g  o n  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f
m e d i a  i n t o  l i t e r a c y  l e s s o n s  s e t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
purposes  fo rward :  comple t ion  of  ca se  s tud ie s ;
i n c r e a s e d  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  f a m i l i a r i t y  o f  u s e ;
future integrat ion of  media into l i teracy lessons.
T h e  i n q u i r y  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  d r o v e  t h i s  s t u d y
w e r e :  H o w  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e
u s e  o f  m e d i a  ( n o n - p r i n t ,  t e ch n o l o g y,  a n d
alternative textual forms) wil l  affect applications
fo r  l i t e r a c y  i n s t ruc t i on  t a r ge t i ng  m idd l e  l eve l
educat ion;  How effect ive do pract ic ing teachers
j u d g e  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  b e  i n  c r i t i c a l  m e d i a
literacy lessons; How does students’ achievement
v a r y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  m e d i a  i n t e g r a t i o n ?

A  T h e o r e t i c a l  F r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e  P r o j e c t

Te a ch e r s  n e e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  m i d d l e
s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  a  d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d
that they wil l  benefit  from educational  programs
t h a t  o f f e r  v a r i e t y  i n  c o n t e n t  m a t e r i a l  a n d
p r e s e n t a t i o n  s t y l e ,  a n d  t h a t  s t a y  c u r r e n t  w i t h
p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  ( H a g o o d ,  2 0 0 0 ) .   T h e y  o f t e n
overlook the subtle problems caused by students’
s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  vo c a b u l a r y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  d u e
to dialectal differences, second language acquisition,
o r  m i l d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p r o b l e m s ,  c a u s i n g
t h e m  t o  b e  a t  a  d i s a d v a n t a g e  i n  c l a s s r o o m
literacy act ivit ies (Heath,  1983; J imenez,  Garcia ,
&  P e a r s o n ,  1 9 9 4 ) .   A n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d
app l i c a t i on  o f  the  ba s i c  p r inc ip l e s  unde r l y ing
i n d iv i d u a l  l e a r n i n g  s t y l e s  a n d  mu l t i p l e  f o r m s
o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ( G a r d n e r ,  1 9 8 8 )  w i l l  s u p p o r t
teachers  success fu l  f ac i l i t a t ion  of  midd le  l eve l
students’ literacy learning.  Teachers’ modifications
for these individual difficulties may be appropriately
created through integrated assignments involving
media  and non-pr int  mater ia ls  (Kamil ,  Intrator ,
&  K i m ,  2 0 0 0 ) .

T h e  u s e  o f  t e ch n o l o g y  t o o l s  c a n  s e r ve  a s
an emerging and effective method for accomplishing
literacy goals for students with language differences
and language difficult ies.   For example, magazine
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  e v o k e  e m o t i o n a l  e n g a g e m e n t
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a s  t h e y  d e v e l o p  a n d  e x p l o r e  n e w  v o c a b u l a r y
( A l ve r m a n n  &  H a g o o d ,  2 0 0 0 ;  H o b b s,  1 9 9 8 ) .
T h e r e  i s  a  d e e p e r  l a n g u a g e  o f  t e x t  w i t h i n
m e d i a  ( i . e . ,  D e s i g n )  a n d  a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  N e w
Cap i t a l i sm (Fa i r c lough ,  1995 ;  Gee ,  2000 )  tha t
may attract the attention of middle level  learners
a n d  e n g ag e  t h e m  i n  a c t i ve  l e a r n i n g  f o r u m s.
New standards for reading professionals mandate
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t e ch n o l o g y  t o o l s  a n d  m e d i a
mate r i a l s  in to  l i t e r acy  in s t ruc t ion  ( IRA,  2003 ;
NCTE/IRA, 1996) .  Use of  language technolog y
t o o l s  c a n  s e r ve  a s  a n  e m e r g i n g  a n d  e f f e c t i ve
m e t h o d  f o r  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  l i t e r a c y  g o a l s  f o r
s t r u g g l i n g  m i d d l e  l e ve l  s t u d e n t s.   T h e  u s e
of  ca se  method  l ea rn ing  th rough  deve lopment
a n d  s h a r i n g  o f  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  p r o v i d e s
opportunit ies  for teaching and learning through
app l i c a t ion  o f  theory  in to  p rac t i c e ,  a c t i va t ion
o f  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  s k i l l s ,  a n d  i m m e r s i o n
in  authent ic  and re levant  exper iences  (Elksn in ,
1 9 9 8 ) .

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  a c t i o n  r e s e a r c h
as s i gnment  i n  a  c l a s s  t i t l ed ,  Teach ing  Read ing
a t  t h e  M i d d l e  L e v e l ,  w a s  f o c u s e d  o n  t w o
c h a l l e n g e s :  t e a c h e r s ’  m i x e d  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d
the  use  o f  med ia  and  nonpr in t  over  t r ad i t iona l
t e x t s ,  a n d  t e a c h e r s ’  l a c k  o f  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  u s i n g  m e d i a  ( e v e n
t h o u g h  u s e  o f  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  i s  m a n d a t e d
by  na t iona l  s t andards  and  an  unwr i t t en  soc ia l/
p o l i t i c a l  a g e n d a  u n d e r l y i n g  c r i t i c a l  l i t e r a c y
e d u c a t i o n ) ;  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  u s e
of case/class method learning through development
a n d  s h a r i n g  o f  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  p r o v i d i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t e a c h i n g / l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h
app l i c a t ion  o f  theory  in to  p rac t i c e ,  a c t i va t ion
o f  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  s k i l l s ,  a n d  i m m e r s i o n
i n  a u t h e n t i c  a n d  r e l e va n t  e x p e r i e n c e s .

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  A c t i o n  R e s e a r c h
P r o j e c t s

T h e  a s s i g n e d  p r o j e c t  r e q u i r e d  g r a d u a t e
s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  a c t i o n  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s
that  focused on integrat ing lessons us ing media
a n d  c r i t i c a l  m e d i a  l i t e r a c y  i n t o  m i d d l e  l e v e l
r e ad ing  i n s t ruc t i on .   The  na r r a t i v e  pape r  tha t
w a s  r e q u i r e d  i n c l u d e d  a  l e s s o n  p l a n  d e t a i l i n g
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a  m e d i a  l i t e r a c y  a c t i v i t y

i n  a  m i d d l e - l e v e l  c l a s s r o o m .   T h e  l e s s o n  p l a n
was  on one  of  f ive  a reas  of  l i t e racy  ins t ruct ion ,
including reading comprehension, young adolescent
l i t e r a t u r e ,  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  s t r u g g l i n g
middle school readers’ learning, reading strategies
and instructional materials, and factors contributing
to  s tudents ’  persona l  and  soc ia l  g rowth .  These
p r o j e c t s  w e r e  s h a r e d  i n  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s  t o
s u p p o r t  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c a s e
studies and to encourage problem-based learning
th rough  c a s e  me thodo log y.   Re su l t s  i nd i c a t ed
n e w  l e a r n i n g  f o r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  i n
t h e  a r e a s  o f  m e d i a  u s e  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d
p r o v o k e d  r e f l e c t i v e  c h a n g e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l
p r a c t i c e .

P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n c l u d e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0
g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  i n  a  r e a d i n g  m e t h o d s  c l a s s
a t  a  4 - y e a r  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  a  M i d w e s t e r n  s t a t e .
The  t e a che r s  h ad  v a r i ed  t e a ch ing  expe r i ence s
w i t h  u s i n g  m e d i a ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  d i v e r s e
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  b a ck g r o u n d s  a n d  c u l t u r e s.   I n
t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m s  t h e y  h a d  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t o
technolog y,  l imited exper iences with and access
to media, and time constraints for using resources
o t h e r  t h a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  ( i . e . ,  b a s a l
texts )  in  the i r  c lassrooms.   Procedures  inc luded
deve lopment  of  ac t ion  research  pro jec t s  based
o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a  m e d i a  l i t e r a c y  a c t i v i t y
i n  t h e i r  o w n  c l a s s r o o m s  w h i c h  w e r e  t o  b e
r e s ea r ch -ba sed ,  focus  on  l i t e r a cy  i n s t ruc t ion ,
documentation of assessment of student achievement,
and documenta t ion of  new learn ing  for  teacher
a n d  s t u d e n t .

D a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  a n  o n l i n e  s u r ve y
o f  m i d d l e  l e v e l  m e d i a  u s e  ( p r e / p o s t ) ,  l e s s o n
plan creations, classroom applications, reflective
notes, and statement of outcomes and implications
o f  the  c a s e  s t ud i e s  ( a c t i on  r e s e a r ch  p ro j e c t s ) .
Teache r s  we r e  p rov ided  w i th  sug g e s t i ons  and
m o d e l s  o f  m e d i a  m a t e r i a l s  s u ch  a s  v i d e o,
m a g a z i n e s ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  a r t i s t i c  d i p l a y s ,
computer  sof tware ,  on l ine  fac tua l  in for mat ion
s i t e s.   Data  ana lys i s  was  of  a  qua l i t a t ive  des ign
– including coding of  responses and appl icat ion
descriptions.  Formative assessment data included
mid-semester  ass ignment to descr ibe c lassroom
implementations/practice and class discussions,
c o d i n g  o f  r e p o r t s  a n d  t h e m e s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n .
Summative assessment included the post-implementation
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s u r ve y  o f  t e ch n o l o g y  u s e  a n d  t h e  s c o r e s  f o r
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a s s i g n m e n t .

L e s s o n s  L e a r n e d

Results from ongoing data analysis,  including
t h e  s u r ve y  o f  m e d i a  u s e ,  a n d  n o t e s  f r o m
students’ reflections during and after the implementation
o f  a c t i o n  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n
t h e  a r e a  o f  t e ch n o l o g y  u s e ,   m i d d l e  l e ve l
t e a c h e r s  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  m e d i a  b u t  d o  n o t
u se  i t  f r equen t l y  t o  comp lemen t  the i r  l i t e r a cy
l e s sons.   T hey  were  r e luc t an t  to  c rea te  l e s sons
integrating media in literacy activities. Quantitative
data  f rom the  sur vey  ind iv idua l  ac t ion research
p r o j e c t s   i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  m e d i a  p r o j e c t s  a n d
a p p l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  a w a r e n e s s  a n d
use of creat ive project development that appears
t o  b e  c h a l l e n g i n g  t o  t e a c h e r s  a n d  m o t i v a t i n g
to teachers and students.  Excerpts from teachers’
wr i t ten instruct ions  and s tudents ’  explanat ions
i n d i c a t e  n e w  u s e s  o f  t e ch n o l o g y  k n ow l e d g e
( e . g. ,  p owe r  p o i n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s,  s o f t wa r e  u s e ,
i n t e r n e t  s e a r ch e s ) ,  n o n - p r i n t  m a t e r i a l s  ( e . g. ,
a r t  p r o j e c t s ,  t e a c h e r - m a d e  v i d e o s ,  a n d  a u d i o
m a t e r i a l s ) ,  v i s u a l  l i t e r a c y  a p p r o a ch e s  ( e . g. ,
n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s ,  c o m i c  s t r i p s ,  a c a d e m i c
a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  m a g a z i n e s )  f o r  c l a s s r o o m
l i te racy  and media  l i t e racy  ins t ruc t ion .   Lesson
plans generation indicated reflective consideration
o f  p r a c t i c a l  c l a s s r o o m  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  n e w
ex tens ions  to  l e s sons  such  a s  i n  c r i t i c a l  med i a
l i t e r a c y,   i n t e r p r e t i ve / r e f l e c t i ve  c o m p o n e n t s
f o r  r e a d i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  a n d  g e n r e  s t u d y
o f  m e d i a  f o r m s.

I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t u d y

T h i s  s e r i e s  o f  a c t i o n  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s
i m m e r s e d  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  u s e  o f
m e d i a  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  b e
impor tant  to  midd le  l eve l s  s tudents—for  the i r
psycholog ica l ,  soc ia l -emot iona l ,  and  cogn i t ive
g r o w t h ,  a n d  f o r  t h e i r  l i t e r a c y  d e v e l o p m e n t .
T h e  p r o g r e s s  a n d  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r s
o b s e r ve d  i n  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  wa s  e n c o u r ag i n g
in that they now experienced a level of engagement
o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d
n o t  e x p e c t e d  i n  l i t e r a c y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  e y e -

opening in that  they learned of  students ’  h idden
t a l e n t s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  f i n e  a r t s
a n d  c o m p u t e r  u s e .    A n o t h e r  o u t c o m e  t h a t
the teachers informally recal led was that through
t h e  r e h e a r s a l  o f  u s i n g  a c t i o n  r e s e a r c h ,  t h i s
s e r i e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t r o d u c e d  m o r e  p r a c t i c a l
methods for them in their  everyday instruct ional
a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  a p p r o a c h e s ,  s u c h  a s  f o c u s i n g
top ic  deve lopment ,  keep ing  t rack  of  semes te r -
l o n g  d a t a  i n  c l a s s r o o m ,  a n d  m o d e l i n g  n e w
t e ch n o l o g i c a l  t o o l s .


